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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Claims 1-8, 13-15, 18-23, and 25-27 are pending. This action is in response to the 
RCE received October 30, 2007. Examiner noticed that the remarks of October 30, 
2007 are similar to the remarks of January 17, 2007. Thus, Examiner maintains the 
previous response as restated below. 

Response to Arguments 

The rejection of claims 1-8, 13-15, 18-23, and 25-27 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable by Northington et al. (US 6,128,602) and Atkins (US 5,875,437) is 
maintained. 

Upon a closer examination. Applicant's arguments filed October 30, 2007 have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

In response to the arguments concerning the previously rejected claims the 
following comments are made: 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co,, 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). 

Applicant alleges that the prior art made of record fails to teach through direct 
linking between the main, cobranded, and institution-specific interfaces, any parameters 
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associated with any action initiated to a specific account through any of the interfaces is 
immediately propagated to the other interfaces. The examiner disagrees with applicant's 
representative since Northington teaches through direct linking between the main, 
cobranded, and institution-specific interfaces, any parameters associated with any action 
initiated to a specific account through any of the interfaces is immediately propagated to the 
other interfaces (col. 3. lines 21-48 ). Northington discloses accessing remote network 
connected computer systems (ie. interfaces is immediately propagated to the other 
interfaces as claimed). He discloses tracking of all transactions performed by an 
individual or group within the systems. Moreover, the elements and components of the 
system may be implemented with a single computer, multiple computers within a 
distributed network, or any appropriate configuration of software, hardware, or both as 
may be apparent to one of skill in the art. 

In addition. Applicant alleges that the prior art made of record fails to teach at 
least one cobranded electronic interface supported by back-end software, the cobranded 
interface mirroring the accounts registered in the main electronic interface. The examiner 
disagrees with applicant's representative since Northington teaches at least one 
cobranded electronic interface supported by back-end software, the cobranded interface 
mirroring the accounts registered in the main electronic interface (col. 10. lines 56-65; col, 
mines 4-15 ). Northington allows authorized end users to request copies of transaction 
records. In order to have copies then records have to mirror the main accounts. 
Furthermore, he discloses an entity with the ability to administer and control in real time 
financial transaction capabilities at an individual account or "cardholder" level, at a group level 
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(including a plurality of individual accounts) and at a global level (including all accounts within 
the entity). Administration and control functions at the individual, group and global levels may 
include: adding (i.e. registered as claimed) one or more new individual accounts to enable 
purchasing authority). 

With regards to the claims rejected as taught by Northington and Atkins, the 
examiner would like to point out that the reference teaches the claimed limitations and 
thus provides adequate support for the claimed limitations. Therefore, the examiner 
maintains that Northington and Atkins taught the claimed limitations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8, 13-15, 18-23, and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Northington et al. (US 6,128,602) in view of Atkins (US 5,875,437). 

Re claims 1,13, and 20, Northington teaches a system for updating parameters of 
financial transactions associated with financial services initiated and completed on behalf of 
or directly by a user through access to a data-packet-network into more than one electronic 
interface accessible to the user is provided (col. 7. lines 5-26: col. 9. lines 41^8: fig. 1 : 
Northington obtain updated financial in a Internet system ) comprising: 
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a main electronic interface supported by back-end software, the main interface for 
registering all user accounts into at least one portfolio group, the accounts accessible in detail 
through the main interface (col. 11 jines 4-15:col. 17, lines 50-55: fig. 7: Northington discloses 
an entity's portfolio Report Forecast wherein his system provides one or more authorized 
users with the ability to monitor financial transactions on-line and manipulate and control all 
financial transactions of the entity in real time using, for example, Web-browser software 
technology ): 

at least one cobranded electronic interface supported by back-end software, the 
cobranded interface mirroring the accounts registered in the main electronic interface (col. 
10, lines 56-65: col. 1 1 .lines 4-15: Northington discloses an entity with the ability to administer 
and control in real time financial transaction capabilities at an individual account or 
"cardholder" level, at a group level (including a plurality of individual accounts) and at a global 
level (including all accounts within the entity). Administration and control functions at the 
individual, group and global levels may include: adding (i.e. registered as claimed) one or 
more new individual accounts to enable purchasing authority ): and 

providing direct account registration, reporting, and maintenance specific to accounts 
provided by the associated institutions, characterized in that through direct linking between 
the main, cobranded, and institution-specific interfaces, any parameters associated with any 
action initiated to a specific account through any of the interfaces is immediately propagated 
to the other interfaces (col. 3, lines 21-32 ). 

However, Northington does not explicitly teach a plurality of institution-specific 
electronic interfaces. On the other hand, Atkins discloses a plurality of institution-specific 
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electronic interfaces when he discloses a variety of financial institutions and firms that market 
financial services (hereinafter referred to as "financial institutions") to sell an entire range of 
financial products (col. 7, line 19 to col. 8. line 61 ). Atkins discloses prioritization function 
also provides financial institutions an easily definable means of managing individual 
accounts that have a potentially infinite number of investment opportunities in a way that 
minimizes the detrimental aspects of enforcing compliance while satisfying the financial 
institution's credit-related objectives. He also discloses the financial institution's office 
through a personal computer with a modem or an interactive video terminal located in the 
individual's home. Such devices include a portable computer, a point of sale terminal linked 
to the network or an intelligent telecommunication device such as a PDA (i.e. electronic 
interfaces). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to enable a 
plurality of institution-specific electronic interfaces for effecting an improved personal financial 
analysis, planning and management system by incorporating a digital system of electronic 
exchange as discloses in Atkins. 

Re claims 2, 7, 14, and 21, Northington teaches data-packet-network is the Internet 
network (col. 10, lines 56-65) . Northington discloses the web services element may also 
include an Internet server to provide Internet access capabilities, for example, to enable 
users to perform purchasing and other transactions via the Internet. 

Re claims 3, 15, 18, 22, and 25, Northington teaches main, cobranded, and institution- 
specific interfaces are HTML interfaces served by file servers operating on the Internet (fig, 
6). Northington discloses Web services may also be programmed to provide users with 
predefined hyperlinks to facilitate access to these Web sites. As claimed, HTML is a 
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Hypertext Markup Language. HTML is the authoring software language used on the 
Internets World Wide Web. HTML is used for creating World Wide Web pages. 

Re claims 4 and 23, and, Northington teaches back-end software supporting the main 
and the cobranded interfaces is the same back-end software (col. 5. lines 35-56: col. 10. lines 
56-65: col. 11. lines 4-1 5 V 

Re claims 5-6 and 27, Northington teaches cross-linking between the main, 
cobranded, and institution-specific interfaces is accomplished through hyperlinking data 
within the respective interfaces (col. 1 1 . lines 40-59 ). Northington discloses hyperlinks to 
facilitate access to these Web sites. 

Re claims 8, 19, and 26, Northington teaches direct linking between the main, 
cobranded, and institution-specific interfaces is through embedded function (fig. 1 ). In figure 
1 , Northington discloses remote terminal provides user access to the system, enabling users 
to access information, administer accounts, control spending and other account activities, 
request reports, and perform other functions or tasks to be linking to other interfaces. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thu Thao Havan whose telephone number is (571) 272-81 1 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached during her flextime schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571 ) 272-6771 . The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273- 
8300. 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct-uspto.qov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free). 
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